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great number some of them might come hither, for there were no monks "before the Saxons, but St. Martin's Monks; and those few monasteries which were here in the time of the Britons were dedicated to him, and so they were in Ireland, for St. Martin was uncle to St. Patrick, and gave him the habit of a monk.
In the city of Canterbury, there was an ancient Church dedicated to this St. Martin, it was built by the Romans, and rebuilt by St. Augustine, and by him dedicated to CHRIST, which is the Cathedral at this time; he likewise built a monastery there, which is now a Church, and called by his name, and he being of the order of St. Benedict, was the first who brought these monks there, and placed them in his own foundations in the year 615. It is true, there have been some men who denied the Benedictine order to have been so long in England; and some learned persons have affirmed, that all the ancient English Monks were of the the order of St. Equitus, or of some other order, which occasioned the Benedictines to write to our antiquarians, Camden, Selden, Sir Robert Cotton, and to Sir Henry Spelman, to know the truth of this matter, and they all certified under their hands, that there was no such order as that of St. Equitus, and that amongst the English Saxons there were only two orders of monks, of which one followed the rites of the Egyptian Monks, and the other were Benedictines, who came hither with St. Austin.
These men, by a voluntary retirement from the world, and spending their time in religious exercises, such as prayer and fasting, &c, had increased their houses to a considerable number, insomuch that Trithemius tells us there were more than 15,000 monasteries of that order in less time than 1000years after its first institution; and Volateran accounted in his time twenty-four Popes of this order, 200 Cardinals, 1,600 Archbishops, 4,000 Bishops, 15,700 famous Abbots, 156,000 canonized Saints.
And it is observable that there was no other order 01 monks for near 400 years, till the Cluniacks separated from them; and afterwards there were so many orders instituted, and with such different rules and forms of living, that they seem to be so many little 'States in the Church, and separated from her by several interests.